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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



The preliminary amendment filed on 9/7/2005 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



2. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



3. Claims 27-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 27-32 are directed to a "computer 
program product". A computer program product, however, is not one of the statutory 
subject matters, which consist of process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter. 



4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 



5. Claims 27-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 First Paragraph (New Matter) 
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had possession of the claimed invention. The newly added limitation "program product" 
of claim 27 has no support from the specification as originally filed. 

It is suggested to amend the respective claims to use the phrase "a computer 
program stored on record medium" that has support in the specification at page 16, line 
5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 21 , 24-26, 27, 30-32, 33 and 38-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) 
as being anticipated by Block (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0143012). 

With respect to claim 21 , Block discloses a print control device employed for 
printing a character string including characters and/or symbols on a plurality of labels 
arranged on a long tape-like print medium along the length of the print medium 
(paragraph [0008]), comprising: a character string memory which stores a character 
string to be printed (Fig. 8/items T1 and T3, the label, which contains the string to be 
printed, is stored in the memory of the chip card); a separating point detecting unit that 
detects one or more separating points in the character string stored in the character 
string memory based on a separation condition as a particular character string 
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arrangement condition (paragraph [0037], the separation condition disclosed is the end 
of the line); and a character string separating unit that lets character strings, obtained by 
separating the character string stored in the character string memory at the separating 
points detected by the separating point detecting unit (Fig. 5 and paragraph [0078]), be 
separately printed on different labels on the print medium (paragraph [0008]/lines 8-9). 

Regarding claim 24, Block discloses the character string separating unit is 
capable of changing positions of the character strings, obtained by the separation at the 
separating points detected based on the separation condition, on the print medium (Fig. 
8/item T3, the print style of the character strings can change, which in general leads to 
the position of character strings changing as well). 

With regard to claim 25, Block discloses the separation condition in the character 
string indicates the separating points in the character string and a characters and/or 
symbol represented by the separation condition itself is printed on the labels (paragraph 
[0037], the newline character is the separator character and it is being printed on the 
label as no character is printed on the line following the position where the newline 
character was found). 

Regarding claim 26, Block discloses the separation condition in the character 
string is used exclusively for indicating the separating points in the character string and 
no character or symbol represented by the separation condition itself is printed on the 
labels (paragraph [0067], the separator condition is a blank line; no extraneous blank 
lines are being printed on the labels). 
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Claims 27 and 30-32 have been rejected under U.S.C. 101, above, as being 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. For the purpose of examination, the phrase 
"computer readable media containing a computer program" has been substituted for the 
term "program" in this claims. Claims 27 and 30-32 are directed to computer readable 
media containing a computer program which controls the print control device of claims 
21 and 24-26, respectively. Block discloses a computer readable media containing a 
computer program (Fig. 3/item 104) and claims 27 and 30-32 are rejected based on the 
same grounds as claims 21 and 24-26. 

Claims 33 and 38-40 are directed to a method of controlling the print device of 
claims 21 and 24-26, respectively, and are rejected based on the same grounds as 
claims 21 and 24-26. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 22-23, 28-29 and 34-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Block (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0143012) as applied 
to claims 21 , 27 and 33 above, and further in view of Kitaori et al. (U. S. Patent No. 
5,915,024). 
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With regard to claim 22, Block fails to teach a separation condition memory that 
stores a particular character string or a particular character string attribute as the 
separation condition; and an alteration unit which alters memory contents of the 
separation condition memory. 

However, Kitaori et al. disclose a separation condition memory that stores a 
particular character string or a particular character string attribute as the separation 
condition (Fig. 1/item 14 and column 7/lines 40-43, one or more delimiter characters are 
stored in a delimiter character list); and an alteration unit which alters memory contents 
of the separation condition memory (while not explicitly disclosed, an alteration unit is 
inherent in Kitaori et al.'s system, as storing a separation condition in memory without 
the ability to modify it would render it useless). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Blocks' system and store a separation condition 
in memory as taught by Kitaori et al. so that Blocks' system might handle character 
strings -possibly provided by third parties- including symbols for a plurality of labels 
which use different separation conditions. 

As to claim 23, Kitaori et al. disclose a separation condition memory that stores 
at least one selected from an editing code, a single character, a particular character 
string and a particular character string attribute as the separation condition (Fig. 1/item 
14 and column 7/lines 29-39, a period is one of the separator characters recited); and 
an alteration unit which alters memory contents of the separation condition memory 
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(while not explicitly disclosed, an alteration unit is inherent in Kitaori et al.'s system, as 
storing a separation condition in memory without the ability to modify it would render it 
useless). 

Claims 28 and 29 have been rejected above under U.S.C. 101 as being directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. For the purpose of examination, the phrase "computer 
readable media containing a computer program" in these claims has been substituted 
for the term "program". Claims 28 and 29 are directed to computer readable media 
containing a computer program which controls the print control device of claims 22 and 
23, respectively. Block discloses a computer readable media containing a computer 
program (Fig. 3/item 104) and claims 28 and 29 are rejected based on the same 
grounds as claims 22 and 23. 

With respect to claim 34, Kitaori et al. disclose storing a particular character 
string or a particular character string attribute as the separation condition (Fig. 1/item 14 
and column 7/lines 40-43, one or more delimiter characters are stored in a delimiter 
character list). 

With respect to claim 35, Kitaori et al. disclose altering the stored separation 
condition (while not explicitly disclosed, altering the stored separation condition is 
inherent in Kitaori et al.'s system, as storing a separation condition in memory without 
the ability to modify it would render it useless). 

Regarding claim 36, Kitaori et al. disclose storing at least one selected from an 
editing code, a single character, a particular character string and a particular character 
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string attribute as the separation condition (Fig. 1/item 14 and column 7/lines 29-39, a 
period is one of the separator characters recited). 

Regarding claim 37, Kitaori et al. disclose altering the stored separation condition 
(while not explicitly disclosed, altering the stored separation condition is inherent in 
Kitaori et al.'s system, as storing a separation condition in memory without the ability to 
modify it would render it useless). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PAUL F. PAYER whose telephone number is 571-270- 
7302. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 6:15am-3:45pm, 2nd Fri of 
biweek 6:15am-2:45pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zimmerman K. Mark can be reached on 571-272-7653. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/PAUL F PAYER/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

/Mark K Zimmerman/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



